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'My Best Work': Lawyers Clinch $12.5M Settlement

Collaborating litigators with McArthur Law Firm in Atlanta and Hagen Law Firm in Decatur obtained a $12.5 million wrongful-
death settlement against a DeKalb County construction company.
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Securing an above policy limits wrongful-death settlement for a late mother's surviving child would
make most litigators proud.

Achieving the $12.5 million outcome as the next generation of lawyers in a family made the
resolution that much sweeter.

"One of the best parts of working this case was doing it alongside my mom," Lindsay S. Macon
told the Daily Report. "She trusted me to take the lead—to make decisions grounded in my legal



judgment and the facts—and that confidence pushed me to deliver my very best work."

$12.5M Settlement

Macon joined forces with McArthur Law Firm senior partner Katherine L. McArthur. Those in the
Atlanta legal community might better know McArthur as "Kathy," but for Macon, she's "Mom."

The mother-daughter duo collaborated with firm associate Michael Thompson, Hagen Rosskopf
founder Bruce Hagen and Hagen's litigator son, Matt, to represent the family of Stevie L. Bryant.

According to the plaintiff complaint filed in DeKalb County State Court in March 2022, the mother
died in May 2020 from injuries sustained during an automotive collision involving a negligently
maintained construction zone.

Per plaintiff counsel, the collision allegedly occurred when an erratic driver clipped the vehicle
Bryant had been riding as a front seat passenger in along southbound Interstate 75/85 in
downtown Atlanta. The plaintiff's vehicle then spun uncontrollably before striking an exposed end
of a concrete median barrier at a perpendicular angle.
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"The construction team, employed by Precision 2000, had left the job for the day and left the zone
in an unsafe condition for motorists," Macon claimed. "This wreck happened right at the wrong
place for our clients. The Mercedes sedan that LIoyd Akano and Stevie Bryant were traveling in
bore the brunt of that negligence."

Less than three hours after the collision, plaintiff counsel said Bryant died nearby on an operating
table at Grady Memorial Hospital. Plaintiff counsel attributed Bryant's death to the construction
team'’s alleged negligence in securing the construction zone.

"They had placed two empty modules of an impact attenuator in front of the wall, but had failed to
attach the attenuator to the wall, install all four modules—as was required by their contract with
GDOT and the manufacturer’s instructions—and fill the bins with water [to make] them weigh 2,000
pounds each," Macon claimed.

After deposing employees who had worked on the construction site that day, the project manager,
and the company's safety director, Macon said she and Thompson sent a demand for Precision
2000's $10.75 million Travelers policy limits in August 2022.

However, plaintiff counsel said the defendants presented an initial $2.5 million settlement
counteroffer. According to Macon, the defendants "felt they were over-insured."

READ: Plaintiff Complaint

Precision 2000 and defendant insurer Travelers retained Gray, Rust, St. Amand, Moffett & Brieske
owner Michael J. Rust, partner Nicole C. Leet and David Sawyer—now of DPR Construction—as
defense counsel. When reached by the Daily Report Tuesday evening, defense counsel declined to
comment on the case. Instead, Hope Beckham Espinosa chief executive officer Gina Espinosa-
Meltzer provided a comment on behalf of Precision 2000.

"This was a tragic accident that resulted in the death of a young mother. While Precision denies
responsibility, it understands and appreciates its insurer's decision to close this chapter by settling
the matter," Espinosa-Meltzer wrote. "Out of respect for Ms. Bryant's family, particularly her young
child, we will not be making any other comments. We send our condolences to the family for their
very difficult loss and wish them the best as they strive to move forward."

Meanwhile, Thompson Hine Atlanta partner Glianny Fagundo and Dayton, Ohio partner Sean
McCormick served as monitoring counsel in the matter, according to Thompson Hine Director of
Public Relations Sheila Turner.

In a consolidated pre-trial order, defense counsel noted the existence of the attenuator device
placed on the exposed end of the concrete median barrier wall that had been under construction.
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Defense counsel highlighted the plaintiffs' decision to "bring this lawsuit solely against P2K, as the
contractor working on building the concrete median barrier pursuant to a project contract with the

Georgia Department of Transportation,” but did not deflect liability to the motorist who clipped the

plaintiffs' vehicle.

READ: Consolidated Pre-Trial Order

The matter had been set to go trial before DeKalb County State Court Judge Mike Jacobs on Sept.
29. But less than a week before trial, plaintiff counsel said the defendants' reconsidered.

"After years of fighting, they finally relented and agreed they should have paid the policy limits
back when they had the chance," Macon said. "Travelers agreed to pay $12.5 million to settle all
claims.”

'Verdicts Feed Egos'
The eight-figure resolution left plaintiff counsel with mixed emotions.



For Macon, settling the case felt "bittersweet."

"It was a fantastic case on liability and damages that would have been a lot of fun to present to
the jury, but at the end of the day, the offer on the table was a life-changing amount for the minor
child of Stevie Bryant," Macon said. "A wise friend recently told me that settlements feed families
and verdicts feed egos, and there is truth to that statement with respect to this case. This was a
fantastic resolution for our clients under totally horrific circumstances."

Plaintiff counsel credited the above-policy limits settlement to their ability to justify payment to the
insurer—and to their clients’ willingness to follow their lead.

Macon pointed out that in 2024 Travelers offered the plaintiffs their initial demand. However,
plaintiff counsel "took the position that Travelers should have paid $10.75 million when it was
demanded in August of 2022." According to Macon, plaintiff counsel felt grounded in their position
based on the information Travelers had at the time they declined the initial demand.

"Our demand was sent after some initial depositions had taken place in the case which
established Precision 2000's negligence, and included detailed information about the loss
suffered so that there was no denying what Travelers knew when they made their decision not to
pay,' Macon claimed. "They knew at the time the terrible loss that occurred because of Precision
2000's negligence, and they knew that Precision had negligently installed the traffic control device
that was in place. Our clients remained strong in that position."

Macon applauded the Hagens, noting the role co-counsel played in helping achieve the last minute
settlement. In addition to maintaining "a great working relationship," Macon said Bruce and Matt's
relationship with the father of Bryant's 11-year-old daughter "gave him the courage to decline the
policy limits offer and pursue full justice for his daughter.”

But the parental support didn't end there. It extended across the counsel table.

"Matt and | were very lucky to work alongside parents who trusted us to make decisions in this
case—and I'm sure | speak for both of us when | say that the trust our parent-bosses placed in us
challenged us to do our best work," Macon said. "l should also add that Michael Thompson is not a
family member but is my co-worker in Atlanta and did phenomenal work on this case as well. His
prior work doing insurance defense proved incredibly invaluable as we weighed settlement
decisions in this case."

CORRECTION: An earlier version of this article referenced Thompson Hine counsel as defense
counsel.
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